
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Light and space 

Knowledge/skills to be embedded: 

 Can identify and assemble found materials to make a new form, carefully covering with ModRoc or 

papier maché 

 Can scale a design up to a larger scale and work as part of a group to create a human scale structure or 

form 

Evaluating and analysing: 
• Deconstruct artists work to learn techniques/deeper meanings 
• Investigate information to find new approaches, innovative solutions 
• Critique others work to develop personal, informed opinions and choices 
• Modify Ideas and solutions to improve them, acquiring new skills and knowledge when required 

 

Equipment list 

 Mod roc 

 Cardboard 

 Newspaper 

 Masking tape 

 Scissors 

 Acrylic paint 

Roman monuments 

 

 

Trajan’s amazing column (113 AD) and a close up of the top of the column, The Pantheon (126 AD), The Arch of Constantine 

(dedicated in 315 AD) 

 

 

Public monuments of Ancient Byzantium 
 
 

 
 
Hagia Sofia (537 AD), The Great Palace of Constantinople (330 AD), The Walls of Constantinople (4th to 5th centuries AD) 

Year 4 term 2 

Monuments of Rome and Byzantium 

Curriculum drivers: building oracy around art. Develop the basic skills that embed each 

topic. 

Subject themes:  

Creativity – building own scaled down version section of monument 

Language of art – architecture 

Culture – Roman empire and Byzantium age 

 

 

Teaching steps- more detail required in lesson as this is just an overview 

1. It is important that you teach history prior to the art due to the cross curricular links  

2. Chn will need a good solid understanding of the Roman Empire. Show chn the first monument (Trajan’s amazing coloumn). Show the chn the 

story behind the erection of the monument.https://www.nationalgeographic.com/trajan-column/article.html 

3. Ensure that the chn understand the historic importance of this monument and how this shows the power of the Roman Empire. Much like 

the arch of Constantine (sketch close up sections of the monuments and annotate these) 

4. Alongside the powerful men that have had monuments erected in their honour, the Roman Gods were vitally important to their culture and 

society. When looking at the Pantheon, explain the difference between this and the Parthenon. The Pantheon was built to celebrate all of the 

Roman gods instead of Athena like the Parthenon. Again allow the chn time to sketch the building and annotate with their own thoughts and 

ideas around the sculpture. 

5.  Compare Roman monuments that that of the Byzantium period. Look at the architecture. Consider the similar purpose of showing great 

power and influence. Much like the pantheon, Hagia Sofia represents religious changes through the ages. It has been mostly used as a 

mosque but there are mosaics of Christianity.  

6. After chn have done this, get the chn to start and build a section of a monument. Idea is to get the chn to build the skeleton out of 

cardboard, masking tape and stuffing with newspaper. Then they can put a layer or mod roc over the cardboard which will create a sturdy 

structure. Ensure that the chn are either focussing on roman or Byzantium structures and get the key architecture in such as minarets or 

domes. 

7. After the mod roc has set, they can paint using acrylic paint. 

8. Take photos of the chn whilst doing it and when done to glue in books 

9. Analyse and evaluate work completed. 

Key vocabulary 

Monument: A structure (as a building, stone, or statue) made to keep alive the memory of a person or event 

Architecture: Architecture is both the process and the product of planning, designing, and constructing 

buildings or other structures. Architectural works, in the material form of buildings, are often perceived as 

cultural symbols and as works of art. 

Dome Dome, in architecture, hemispherical structure evolved from the arch, usually forming a ceiling or roof. 

Domes first appeared as solid mounds and in techniques adaptable only to the smallest buildings, such as 

round huts and tombs in the ancient Middle East, India, and the Mediterranean. The Romans introduced the 

large-scale masonry hemisphere. The dome exerts thrusts all around its perimeter, and the earliest 

monumental examples, such as the Roman Pantheon, required heavy supporting walls. 

Minaret Minaret, (Arabic: “beacon”) in Islamic religious architecture, the tower from which the faithful are 

called to prayer five times each day by a muezzin, or crier. Such a tower is always connected with a mosque 

and has one or more balconies or open galleries. At the time of the Prophet Muhammad, the call to prayer 

(adhān) was made from the highest roof in the vicinity of the mosque. The earliest minarets were former 

Greek watchtowers and the towers of Christian churches. The oldest minaret in North Africa is at Kairouan, 

Tunisia. It was built between 724 and 727 and has a massive square form 

Column Column, in architecture, a vertical element, usually a rounded shaft with a capital and a base, which 

in most cases serves as a support. A column may also be nonstructural, used for a decorative purpose or as a 

freestanding monument. 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/trajan-column/article.html

