
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge/skills to be embedded: 

•     Use line and tone to represent the things seen, remembered and observed 

•     Can make quick line and shape drawings from observations adding light/dark tone (adding    

grey to a pure colour), colour and features 

•      Can hold and use drawing tools using them with good dexterity and control. 

Analysing and evaluating: 

•      Deconstruct artists work to learn techniques/deeper meanings 

•      Critique others work to develop personal, informed opinions and choices 

 

 

Equipment 
 2B and 6B pencils 

 Sketch books  

 Ipads 

 An A4 sized photo of each child’s head, 

neck and top of the shoulders. 

Portraits 

    

Leonardo da Vinci, ‘Mona Lisa’, Hans Holbein the Younger, ‘Edward VI as a Child’, Sir Anthony 

van Dyck, ‘Equestrian Portrait of Charles I’. 

A portrait is when an artist creates artwork of another particular person such as Mona Lisa or 

Edward VI.  

 

 

 

 

 

Murals 

    

Leonardo da Vinci, ‘The Last Supper’, Paula Rego, ‘Crivelliʼs Garden’ 

 

A mural is a piece of artwork that is on a wall, ceiling or floor. It cannot be removed from 
the building unlike a painting that you hang on the wall. 

Year 2 term 2 

Portraits, self-portraits and murals 

Curriculum drivers: building oracy around art. Develop the basic skills that embed each 

topic 

Subject themes:  

Creativity –  Creating own portrait, self portrait and mural for the school 

Language of art – understanding difference in types of portrait and murals 

Culture – understanding that these were the pre 1880’s version of a photograph 

 

 

Key vocabulary 

Tone- The relative lightness and darkness of a colour.  

Observation- Look (take times to look at the work of art), 

describe (Talk about what you see in the work of art), think 

(Interpret and assign meaning to the work of art) and 

connect (relate what you see to your own life, or to other 

works of art or images you have seen. 

Subject: The focus of the artwork 

Self-Portrait- A self-portrait is where a person is both the 

subject and the artist.  

Portrait- A portrait is when an artist creates artwork of 

another particular person such as Mona Lisa or Edward VI.  

Mural- A mural is a piece of artwork that is on a wall, 
ceiling or floor. It cannot be removed from the building 
unlike a painting that you hang on the wall. 
 

 

 

 

Teaching steps- more detail required in lesson as this is just an overview 

1. Show the children the portrait of the Mona Lisa. Talk about what kind of art it is. Introduce the key word of portrait. Talk about how these paintings 

are painted by somebody else and the subject is often portrayed in a different light to what they actually look like. Show the three paintings and ask 

the children what kind of people they think the subjects were?  

2. Think about the colours used (reference of last term) and decide what kind of emotion the portrait is showing 

3. Do the paintings look lifelike? Realistic? 

4. Children to draw quick observation of the art work focussing on the facial features. 

5. Children then to face each other in pairs and draw each other portrait style. They need to draw the basic outline and then add the detail in. 

expecting the eyes, nose, and mouth to be proportional to the rest of the head. 

6. Show the children how to add more detail through shading the darker areas and showing difference between 2B and 6B. 

7. Evaluate each other’s sketches in pairs. 

8. Move onto self-portraits. The chn look at the three pieces of artwork and determine how they managed to do a self-portrait (make sure the chn 

know what a self-portrait is). Some children may say take a picture but get them to remember that cameras/phones were non-existent until 1885. 

9. They should come up with the idea of mirrors. 

10. Get the individual photos of each child and give them to the children so that they can do a detailed sketch of themselves (SEND/WTS could have half 

their photo and do half of it with a second copy of the full photo for reference). 

11. After they have completed their self-portrait, move onto murals. Talk about these been works of art that are on walls, ceilings and floors. Show the 

murals and discuss the differences between these and portraits. (often multiple subjects in a mural) 

12. Have the chn draw a portrait (self or of a subject) on a large roll of wallpaper to create a mural. Don’t spread it out too much. Fill a section mostly 

and hang this somewhere communal in school with a nice border round and “invite” other year groups to visit the mural and leave comments in a 

comments box (another form of evaluation). 

13. Evaluate all art topic as a class against the key skills.  

Self-portraits 

  
Rembrandt van Rijn, ‘Self-portrait in a Flat Cap’, William Hogarth, ‘Self-Portrait at an 
Easel, 1757’,   

 

A self-portrait is where a person is both the subject and the artist.  

 


