
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sculpture 

Knowledge/skills to be embedded: 

 Can model using malleable/plastic materials (clay) 

 Can assemble an imaginary or realistic form (realistic) 

 Can respond to sculptures and artists to help them adapt and make their work 

Analysing and evaluating: 

 Deconstruct artists work to learn techniques/deeper meanings 

 Critique others work to develop personal, informed opinions and choices 

 

Equipment needed: 

 Pack of clay 

 Clay tools 

 Clay boards 

 Cutting wire (adult only to segment 

the clay) 

 Water 

 Aprons 

 Table sheets 

Traditional life like sculpture 

  

Hubert Le Sueur, ‘King Charles the First’, Hamo Thornycroft, ‘Oliver Cromwell’, E. H. Baily, ‘Lord Horatio Nelson’, John Hughes ‘Queen 

Victoria’ 

These sculptures were created in celebration of the people’s life and achievement. Often, sculptures such as these would be men and 

women of nobility and royalty. The people would be cast in strong poses such as Queen Victoria on the throne or Lord Nelson standing 

with his sword in full uniform. Many people believed that these sculptures symbolised the great power of the British Empire 

 

 

 

More abstract and impressionist sculptures 

  

Henry Moore, ‘Family Group’, Edgar Degas, ‘Little Dancer Aged Fourteen’, Barbara Hepworth, ‘Infant’, Antony Gormley, ‘Angel of the North’ 

These sculptures were created post British Empire and represent the change in style and movement. The tradition of strong people of power 

being cast into a sculpture is replaced by the artist’s freedom to imprint their creations with their own emotions, design, style and meaning. If we 

look at the family group by Henry Moore, we can see the outlining shape of a family protecting the child but they are anonymised so that a 

viewer of the art can make their own meaning whilst discovering what Henry Moore wanted to portray.  

Year 1 term 2 

Sculpture 
Curriculum drivers: building oracy around art. Develop the basic skills that embed each topic 

Subject themes:  

Creativity – produce own mini sculpture using clay 

Language of art – style, movement, freedom 

Culture – Understanding the importance of the people who are in the sculptures 

 

 

Key vocabulary 

Observation- Look (take times to look at the work of art), describe (Talk about what you see in the work of art), 

think (Interpret and assign meaning to the work of art) and connect (relate what you see to your own life, or to 

other works of art or images you have seen. 

Pencil grade-  

Exhibition- where collection of art work is shown to the public. Usually based around a theme or topical event. 

Sculpture- a 3D piece of artwork with a 360 view. Often used with metal or stone pre 1900s but since artists 

have had free reign over the art. 

Movement: An art movement is a tendency or style in art with a specific common philosophy or goal, followed 

by a group of artists during a specific period of time, (usually a few months, years or decades) or, at least, with 

the heyday of the movement defined within a number of years. 

Form: In relation to art the term form has two meanings: it can refer to the overall form taken by the work – its 

physical nature; or within a work of art it can refer to the element of shape among the various elements that 

make up a work 

Relief printing:  Relief printing is a family of printing methods where a printing block, plate or matrix that has 

had ink applied to its surface, but not to any recessed areas, is brought into contact with paper. 

Expression: the action of making known one's thoughts or feelings. 

Teaching steps- more detail required in lesson as this is just an overview 

1. Chn draw a mind map of what they think a sculpture is 

2. Explore the traditional types of sculpture and annotate the images talking about similarities, differences, style and their purpose (see notes under the 

art examples) 

3. Children to draw a quick sketch of these looking at the key detail of the face and parts of the sculpture that indicate power (e.g stance, sword, crown, 

uniform)  

4. Why do all of these sculptures show nobility or royalty? (can re-phrase nobility as ‘important people’) Focus on the idea that the statues can show 

how rich/powerful a country can be. 

5. Now introduce the family group sculpture and ask how this differs from the sculptures we have seen so far. Have this image and one from the 

traditional sculptures next to each other and make comparisons in sketch books. 

6. Show the other pieces from the abstract collection and talk about the change in style. These sculptures no longer depict a single person for the role 

they played whilst alive. The new style anonymises the people to allow more interpretation. Ask questions around the title of the sculpture and the 

image and see if they can explain why that name was given. 

7. Talk about how these artists would put emotion into their work. Why do you think these artists chose this work to sculpt? 

8. Bring in the children’s emotions and feelings now. Who is important to them? Plan a sketch of what their sculpture is going to look like (style this like 

Henry Moore for ease of sculpting). This will need explicit modelling however for the children to have a go. Start by having the children form larger ball 

(body) then smaller ball (head) stick together then pull the clay to make sure the head is properly connected to body. Roll clay for arms/legs. Curve the 

legs so that it sits on the end of a table/sits on a block. Chunk the modelling for each part e.g teacher do, student do. 

9. Take pictures of finished product and glue into the sketch books. 

10. Evaluate their design and a friend’s design against the knowledge/skills bullet points.  


