
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Links to other years                                                          

Y2 –  
“Listen with 

concentration and 

understanding to a 

range of high-quality 

live and recorded 

music”  

“Begin to play tuned 

and un-tuned 

instruments 

musically” 

Y4 –  
“Play musical instruments in 
solo contexts with 
increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and 
expression”  
“Appreciate and understand 
a wide range of high-quality 
live and recorded music 
drawn from different 
traditions and from great 
composers and musicians” 

MUSIC Knowledge Organiser 

Y3 Spring 

The Dragon Song (Storytelling pop plus traditional/folk melodies) 

Curriculum Drivers 
Focus: Songs 
“Begin playing musical instruments in solo contexts with increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and expression” 
“Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians” 
Aspirational people: Adele, The Fray and Ed Sheeran are all Pop Artists who tell 
stories through their music. 
Knowledge of the world: Pop has spread worldwide and become widely associated 
with ‘chart music’ 

Healthy body/mind: How does the music make you feel? What music makes your 

heart rate rise the quickest? How can music be used to show friendship, kindness, 

respect, happiness? 
 

Subject Theme 
Music from around the world; celebrating our differences and being kind to one and 

other. 
 

Key Knowledge 
Pop – a genre of music that originates during the mid-1950s in the United States 

and the United Kingdom. Rock and Pop music were, originally, roughly synonymous 

and remained that way until the late 1960s when Pop became associated with music 

that was more commercial, ephemeral and accessible.  

Identifying factors usually include repeated choruses and hooks, short to medium-

length songs written in a basic format (often the verse-chorus structure), and 

rhythms or tempos that can be easily danced to. 

The chorus serving as the portion of the track that is designed to stick in the ear 

through simple repetition both musically and lyrically 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Glossary/vocabulary 
Pulse – the steady beat of a piece of music 

Rhythm – the pattern of long and short sounds in a 

piece of music 

Pitch – the melody and the way the notes change 

from low to high and visa versa 

Tempo – the speed of the piece of music e.g. fast 

and slow 

Structure – the way the music is laid out e.g. 

verse, chorus, verse 

Dynamics – the volume of the piece of music e.g. 

loud or soft 

Stave – the lines for notes to be written on  

Crotchet rest – silent for 1 beat  

Minum rest – silent for 2 beats  

Quaver rest – silent for half a beat  

Semi-breve rest – silent for 4 beats  

Teaching Guidance 
 Planning documents available on Charanga and Shared. 

Unit overview – each session will consist of: 
Listen and Appraise The Dragon Song and other traditional 

tunes/folk melodies from around the world that Lesley (the dragon) 

might have listened to during her travels: 

- The Dragon Song by Joanna Mangona and Pete Readman 

- Birdsong – Chinese Folk Music 

- Vaishnava Java – A Hindu Song 

- A Turkish Traditional Tune 

- Aitutaki Drum Dance from Polynesia 

- Zebaidir Song from Sweden 

Musical Activities – learn and/or build on the knowledge and 

understanding of the interrelated dimensions of music through: 

- Warm up games (including vocal warm-ups) 

- Flexible games (optional extension) 

- Learn to sing the song (manageable learning chunks spread over 6 

sessions due to length of song) 

- Option: Play instruments with the song (in the chorus only – G for 

‘easy part’ and G, A, B for ‘medium part’) 

- Option: Improvise with the song (in the chorus only) 

- Option: Compose with the song (in the chorus only) 
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