
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            Bhangra – India 

 

         

                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                   Latin – America/Spanish &                            

                                                                                                                                                   Portugese conquest of                 

                                                                                                                                                                America 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           Irish Folk – Ireland 

 

  

 Baroque - Italy 

                                                                                                                                                Funk – America                        Blues – South America 

Links to other years                                                          

EYFS –  

“Children sing songs, 

make music and dance, 

and experiment with 

ways of changing them” 

Y2 –  

“Listen with concentration 

and understanding to a 

range of high-quality live 

and recorded music”  

“Begin to play tuned and 

un-tuned instruments 

musically” 

MUSIC Knowledge Organiser 

Y1 Spring 

In the Groove (Blues, Baroque, Latin, Bhangra, Folk, Funk) 

Curriculum Drivers 
Focus: Songs 

“Begin to play tuned and un-tuned instruments musically” 

“Listen with concentration and a developing understanding to a range of high-

quality live and recorded music”  

Aspirational people: BB King, Handel, Ricky Martin, J.R Rahman, Ronan 

Hardiman, Tower of Power. 

Knowledge of the world: Explore different parts of the world where the 

different genres come from e.g. America, India, Ireland, Spain, Portugal. What 

do we already know about these countries? 

Healthy mind/body: How does the music make you feel? Which is the best to 

dance and move to? Which music makes your heart beat the fastest?  

 

Subject Theme 
How to be in the groove with different types of music. 
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Glossary/vocabulary 
Pulse – the steady beat of a piece of 

music 

Rhythm – the pattern of long and 

short sounds in a piece of music 

Pitch – the melody and the way the 

notes change from low to high and 

visa versa 

Tempo – the speed of the piece of 

music e.g. fast and slow 

 

 

Teaching Guidance 
 Planning documents available on Charanga and Shared. 

Unit overview – each session will consist of: 
Listen and Appraise the song ‘In the Groove’ and other songs in other styles: 

- How blue can you get by B.B King 

- Let the bright seraphim by Handal 

- Livin’ la vida loca by Ricky Martin 

- Jai ho by J.R Rahman 

- Lord of the dance by Ronan Hardiman 

- Diggin’ on James Brown by Tower of Power 

Musical Activities – learn and/or build on the knowledge and understanding of the interrelated 

dimensions of music through: 

- Warm up games (including vocal warm-ups) 

- Flexible games (optional extension) 

- Learn to sing the song (in 6 different styles: blues, baroque, latin, bhangra, folk and funk) 

- Play instruments with the song (teach and learn the notes D and C for ‘easy’ and G, F, C for 

‘medium’) 

- Improvise with the song (and optional extension if required) 

- Compose with the song 

Key Knowledge 
Blues – B.B King is considered the most influential blues player of all time, earning the nickname “King of the Blues”. Blues originated in Deep 

South of USA by African Americans in 1960’s. 

Baroque – Handel is considered one of the greatest composers of the Baroque era - forms a major portion of the “classic music canon” and 

originated/composed between 1600 and 1750. 

Latin – Ricky Martin is known as the “King of Latin Pop”. ‘Latin music’ is a catch-all term for music that comes from Spanish and Portuguese-

speaking areas of the world – traced back to the Spanish and Portuguese conquest of America. The term originated in 1940s US due to the 

rise in Hispanic and Latino Americans in the American music market. 

Bhangra (J.R Rahman) is a type of traditional music and dance originating in the Indian subcontinent (Punjab region). It is commonly 

associated with Sikhs and commonly associated with the spring harvest festival.  

Irish Folk/traditional – Ronan Hardiman is one of Ireland’s premier composers of traditional music (Lord of the Dance). Irish folk music 

dates back to the 18th century and typically involves fiddles, flutes, tin whistles and Uilleann pipes (bagpipes). 

Funk – (Tower of Power) originated in African American communities in the mid-1960s. Funk focusses on a strong rhythmic groove of a 

bassline and a drumbeat -  differing from jazz, rhythm and blues. 


