
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Style 

Knowledge/skills to be embedded:  

 Can make connections between own work and their local environment 

 Can recreate images through relief printing using card and mark making tolls to control, line, shape, texture and tone 

 Add layers using different colours. 

 Deconstruct artists work to learn techniques/deeper meanings 

 Discover new skills, materials, techniques and approaches 

 Critique others work to develop personal, informed opinions and choices 

 Decide the most favoured action from your own preferences, tastes, experiences 

Detail on Style 

Art styles describe the way the artwork looks. Style is basically the manner in which the artist portrays his or her 

subject matter and how the artist expresses his or her vision. Style is determined by the characteristics that describe 

the artwork, such as the way the artist employs form, colour, and composition, to name just a few. Another 

important factor in determining the style of an artwork is to examine the way the artist handles the medium, taking 

into account the method or technique that the artist uses. An additional aspect of art styles is the philosophy or 

driving force behind the artwork. All of these stylistic elements are defined by the choices artists make as they 

compose their artwork.  

Artworks that have certain features in common are considered to have the same style. Sometimes this means that 

they are part of the same art movement. Art movements can be closely matched to fashion. Artists would use 

whatever style was “in fashion” in that period of time therefore building the art movement. When the art goes out 

of fashion, the movement and style would change. In the year 2020, artists rely much less on the prominent art 

movement and style and will choose their own way of expression but political and cultural movements tend to have 

a great influence on an artist’s vision.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 term 1 

Style through the ages 

Curriculum drivers: building oracy around art. Develop the basic skills that embed each topic. 

Subject themes:  

Creativity – create own multi-layered relief print in the style of an art movement 

Language of art – comparing art movements. Describing the style of an art movement 

Culture – understanding important art movements and the details behind it. 

 

 

Key vocabulary 

Movement: An art movement is a tendency or style in art with a specific common philosophy or goal, followed by a group of artists during a specific period of time, (usually a few months, years or decades) or, at least, with the heyday of 

the movement defined within a number of years. 

Form: In relation to art the term form has two meanings: it can refer to the overall form taken by the work – its physical nature; or within a work of art it can refer to the element of shape among the various elements that make up a 

work 

Fashion: A popular style 

Relief printing:  Relief printing is a family of printing methods where a printing block, plate or matrix that has had ink applied to its surface, but not to any recessed areas, is brought into contact with paper. 

Expression: the action of making known one's thoughts or feelings. 

Line: Line is a mark made using a drawing tool or brush. There are many types of lines: thick, thin, horizontal, vertical, zigzag, diagonal, curly, curved, spiral, etc. and are often very expressive. Lines are basic tools for artists—though some 

artists show their lines more than others. 

Colour: Colour is an element consisting of hues. They can be changed through tones, tints and shade. Black and white are colours but a lot consider them to be an absence of colour. Black, grey and white are used to achieve different 

tones, tints and shades. 

Texture: In the visual arts, texture is the perceived surface quality of a work of art. It is an element of two-dimensional and three-dimensional designs and is distinguished by its perceived visual and physical properties. 

Space: Space, as one of the classic seven elements of art, refers to the distances or areas around, between, and within components of a piece. Space can be positive or negative, open or closed, shallow or deep, and two-dimensional or 

three-dimensional. 

Teaching steps- more detail required in lesson as this is just an overview 

1.  Introduce the word style and get the chn to create a mind map on what they think style is to them personally. Introduce 

style in terms of art. Talk through what elements of art are used when creating a style and then have the chn analyse a piece 

of art (realism).  

2. When they have looked into colour, texture, form etc, introduce the art movement it belongs to and explain style in further 

depth around the concept of art movements. Introduce a range of art from realism. Have the chn find similarities in colour, 

texture etc and determine for themselves what kind of style realism was.  

3. Then fetch in cubism and have the children compare the style of this art movement to that of realism. This should spark 

some interesting conversations around art due to the movements being so different. This is also a chance for the chn to 

practice each movement and have a go at some of the styles. It is important that there is not a lot of emphasis on the way 

their artwork looks but that they are following the style of the movement to influence their work. Quick sketches are fine in 

this section. 

4. Introduce pop art and abstract expressionism and go through similar comparison but with less scaffolding as the children 

should now be confident in describing the style of a piece of art. 

5. Now that the chn have looked at some key movements and the artistic style of those movements, the chn will now think 

about their own style. 

6. Chn to pick a style that they prefer and create a piece of art based on a happy place, event or important person in their life. 

We will be using relief printing for this.  

7. Get the chn to develop a piece of art through quick sketches and ideas page. When they have created their own piece 

transfer to polystyrene plate. Only draw the outline on first layer. When completed, chn are to add more detail and add a 

second layer using a different colour. https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/family-how-to-relief-printing  

https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/family-how-to-relief-printing


 

 

Information on art movements 
Art movement Details Artists and artwork to use  

Realism 

In its specific sense realism refers to a mid-nineteenth century artistic movement characterised by subjects 
painted from everyday life in a naturalistic manner; however the term is also generally used to describe 
artworks painted in a realistic almost photographic way.  The term realism was coined by the French novelist 
Champ Fleury in the 1840s and in art was exemplified in the work of his friend the painter Gustav Courbet. In 
practice realist subject matter meant scenes of peasant and working class life, the life of the city streets, cafes 
and popular entertainments 

 

 
Diego Velázquez “The 
Farmers' Lunch” 

 

 
Adriaen Brouwer “Interior 
of a Tavern” 

 

 
Albert Edelfelt “The 
Luxembourg Gardens” 

 
William Bell Scott “Iron and 
Coal” 

cubism 

Cubism was a revolutionary new approach to representing reality invented in around 1907–08 by artists 
Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque. They brought different views of subjects (usually objects or figures) 
together in the same picture, resulting in paintings that appear fragmented and abstracted.  Cubism was 
one of the most influential styles of the twentieth century. It is generally agreed to have begun around 
1907 with Picasso’s celebrated painting Demoiselles D’Avignon which included elements of cubist style. 
The name ‘cubism’ seems to have derived from a comment made by the critic Louis Vauxcelles who, on 
seeing some of Georges Braque’s paintings exhibited in Paris in 1908, described them as reducing 
everything to ‘geometric outlines, to cubes’. Cubism opened up almost infinite new possibilities for the 
treatment of visual reality in art and was the starting point for many later abstract styles including 
constructivism and neo-plasticism. 

 
Albert Gleizes “La 
Femme aux Phlox 
(Woman with Phlox)” 

 
Pablo Picasso “Arlequin au 
violon (Harlequin with 
Violin)” 

 
Georges Braque “Violin 
and Candlestick” 

 
Jean Metzinger “L'Oiseau 
bleu (The Blue Bird)” 

Pop art 

Pop art is an art movement that emerged in the 1950s and flourished in the 1960s in America and 
Britain, drawing inspiration from sources in popular and commercial culture. Different cultures and 
countries contributed to the movement during the 1960s and 70s.  Emerging in the mid 1950s in Britain 
and late 1950s in America, pop art reached its peak in the 1960s. It began as a revolt against the 
dominant approaches to art and culture and traditional views on what art should be. Young artists felt 
that what they were taught at art school and what they saw in museums did not have anything to do 
with their lives or the things they saw around them every day. Instead they turned to sources such as 
Hollywood movies, advertising, product packaging, pop music and comic books for their imagery.  

Andy Warhol “Chicken 
Noodle Soup, from the 
Campbell 's Soup Series”  

 
Roy Lichtenstein 
“explosion” 

Yayoi Kusama “All the 
Eternal Love I Have for 
the Pumpkins” (art 
installation infinity 
mirrors 

 
David Hockney “the splash” 

Abstract 
expressionism 

Abstract expressionism is the term applied to new forms of abstract art developed by American 
painters such as Jackson Pollock, Mark Rothko and Willem de Kooning in the 1940s and 1950s. It is 
often characterised by gestural brush-strokes or mark-making, and the impression of spontaneity. 
The abstract expressionists were mostly based in New York City, and also became known as the New 
York school. The name evokes their aim to make art that while abstract was also expressive or 
emotional in its effect. They were inspired by the surrealist idea that art should come from the 
unconscious mind, and by the automatism of artist Joan Miró. 

 
Willem de Kooning 
“The Visit” 

 
Jackson Pollock “blue 
poles” 

 
Vasily Kandinsky “White 
Center” 

 
Henri Matisse “beast of the 
sea” 


