
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Line and form 

Knowledge/skills to be embedded: 

 Understand how artists use line to 

express mood and emotion. 

 Can understand what an artist means by 

form and identify form in artwork. 

 Can explore lines, marks and tones 

through mono printing on a variety of 

papers to create an image 

 

 

Symmetry 

Knowledge/skills to be embedded: 

 Know what symmetry is 

 Understand how artists use symmetry to create balance in their art compared to 

perfect symmetry 

 Learning different mono printing techniques.  

  Can explore images and recreate texture in a Collograph print using e.g. corrugated 

card, string 

 

Artists to use when starting unit  

    

Piet Mondrian “Composition in Red, Blue, and Yellow”, Piet Mondrian “Truncated View of the Broekzijder Mill on the Gein, Wings Facing 

West”, Katsushika Hokusai “The Great Wave off Kanagawa”, David Hockney “water exploration” 

 

 

 

 

 

Artists to use when moving into symmetry   

   

Unknown artist, “The Cholmondeley Ladies”, Frida Kahlo “Self-Portrait with Thorn Necklace and Hummingbird”, Cimabue “Santa Trinita 
Madonna”, M.C.Esher “symmetry 131”  

Information on art movement 

Modernism: Modernism refers to a global movement in society and culture that from the early decades of the twentieth 

century sought a new alignment with the experience and values of modern industrial life. 

Pop art: Pop art is an art movement that emerged in the 1950s and flourished in the 1960s in America and Britain, drawing 

inspiration from sources in popular and commercial culture. Different cultures and countries contributed to the movement 

during the 1960s and 70s 

 

 

Information on art movement 
 
Surrealism: (Frida Kahlo and M.C.Esher) Surrealism aimed to revolutionise human experience, rejecting a rational vision of life in 
favour of one that asserted the value of the unconscious and dreams. The movement’s poets and artists found magic and strange 
beauty in the unexpected and the uncanny, the disregarded and the unconventional. 
The word ‘surrealist’ (suggesting ‘beyond reality’) was coined by the French avant-garde poet Guillaume Apollinaire in a play written 
in 1903 and performed in 1917. 
 
 

Year 3 term 1 

Line, form and symmetry 

Curriculum drivers: building oracy around art. Develop the basic skills that embed each topic 

Subject themes:  

Creativity – creating own mono print showing use of line to express emotion.    

Language of art – make comparison of moods in artwork. Know what a form is in art.  

Culture – modernism- Hokasai is a big influence on this period and many artists use this as inspiration. 

Hockney’s pop art is influenced from modernism. 

 

 

Key vocabulary 

Line- Lines are used to create shape, pattern, texture, 

space, movement and optical illusion in design. The use of 

lines allows artist to demonstrate delicacy or force. Curves 

may take us slowly uphill, or turn sharply twisting our mind 

as they turn. a line can express various moods and feelings. 

Form-  Form, in the discussion of art, is a term useful for 

describing complex shapes, often organic rather than 

geometric, as well as three-dimensional as opposed to flat 

shapes: the ʻformʼ of a human figure, for example, or the 

form of a tree. 

Mono print- Take a piece of polystyrene and get chn to 

etch lines into it using blunt pencil. When done, use an ink 

roller to roll ink over the plate then transfer to paper. Press 

down on the plate then lift carefully. It will then show 

outline of shape.   

Collograph print- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3LYvzRVees 

 

 

Teaching steps- more detail required in lesson as this is just an overview 

1. Using Mondrian’s “Composition in red, blue and yellow”, Introduce line and ask what types 

of lines they know (vertical, horizontal, diagonal) Can they see any of these lines in the 

artwork? Show Mondrian’s “Truncated view of the Broekzijder Mill on the Gein” and have 

the children identify the lines in this work. Compare the two pieces of art showing that the 

use of the vertical, diagonal and horizontal lines is in both.   

2. Using sketch book, glue in a small copy of the Paul Klee and David Hockney artwork. 

Introduce these images and have the class share what they see. Can they see the different 

lines? 

3. Talk about how line is not just an outline of a form, but it can express mood and feeling 

through various means such as movement, pattern etc. (See vocab section for full 

breakdown).  

4. Compare how line has been used to show different moods/emotions in these images. (see 

grid on the next page for further guidance) remember to tell the class that there is no wrong 

answer in art as it all a matter of perspective linked to personal experiences. 

5. Chn to annotate their sketchbooks. Can they relate these images on a personal level? 

6. Introduce the key word of form again and explain what this is (see vocab section for 

explanation) Can they identify the form? Can they describe it? 

7.  Chn to think of a natural form that can show movement. They need to create a mono print 

that shows use of lines to express emotion/mood. Think of diagonal lines more in this as it 

shows movement more. 

Teaching steps- more detail required in lesson as this is just an overview 

1. Talk through symmetry and get the chn to understand that it is more than just a mirror image. 

Artists understand symmetry to be about balancing the artwork and therefore the image may 

not be perfectly symmetrical.  

2. Show the Cholmondeley ladies and ask whether they think this is symmetrical? Ask the chn to 

look closer. As they investigate the image, they will notice that there are slight differences in the 

women. Why you think the artist chose to do this? Talk about identical twins and how they may 

look the same from a distance, there are small things that show the difference and we all have 

an individual personality. Similarly, with Cimabue, it is almost symmetrical but not perfect. This 

is where the idea of a balanced piece of art comes in. The artists were looking for balance not 

symmetry in its entirety. 

3. When looking into Frida Kahlo, you can see the symmetry of her face and necklace, but the rest 

is only partially symmetrical. Did she balance the image? 

4. Moving onto M.C.Esher, we look into a different form of symmetry. He has repeated the same 

image over and over to show lots of little symmetrical images. Kahlo and Esher’s works are 

considered surrealist due to the obvious move from reality and the continued rejection of 

rational vision. Esher’s optical illusions are perfect in terms of entertaining the eye and tricking 

the mind. Make sure you show more of Esher’s work.  

5. Create a symmetrical shape/pattern layering up ready for collograph 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3LYvzRVees
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How lines show mood and emotion 

Art work Details Mood/Emotion 

 

 
Katsushika Hokusai,  
 
‘The Great Wave off Kanagawa’ 

 

Power, restless, unhappy, angry 
 
This image shows the power of the waves and how helpless the men and the 
land are against the power of the wave and tide. This is shown through the 
sweeping lines engulfing the mountain and the boats. You could also infer here 
that the waves are angry with the men and the land. 

 

David Hockney  
 
‘water exploration’ 

Calm, serene, relaxed 
 
Hockney is famous for his pop art based on pools and water. He uses 
lines to not only build in texture and movement but to show how a 
swimmer may feel or even Hockney himself may feel in the pool.  


