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Links to other years 

 
What came before…  
 
Y2 Geography- 4 territories of 
Yorkshire and the physical 
features- Children will have 
geographical knowledge of 
Yorkshire which will help with 
location of artefacts in Y3.  
 

 
What’s coming up…   
 
Y4- Roman Empire  
Links through chronology. 
Children will Learn how Roman 
invasion ended the Iron Age 
period and see how Britain 
changed and developed under 
Roman rule.   
 
Y4- Roman Yorkshire  
Children will learn how 
Yorkshire changed and looked 
differently under Roman rule.  

Overview 

Stone Age- The Palaeolithic, 

The Mesolithic and The 

Neolithic  

During The Palaeolithic period, 

early humans used tools made 

from bone and wood; they began 

making tools and spear tips out 

of flaky stones, like flint.  People 

lived nomadic lives, moving from 

place-to-place to hunt and gather 

food.  During The Mesolithic 

time, larger, flatter tools, like 

harpoons were made out of 

stone. Fishing became easier as 

nets, boats and canoes were 

built. In The Neolithic period, 

farming and keeping animals 

became part of life, so people 

stayed in one place much of the 

time. People started to build 

barrows for their dead. 

Bronze Age 

People started to make 

tools and weapons from 

Bronze- a harder and 

more durable metal. It 

was used for daggers, 

swords and spearheads, 

as well as chariots and 

armour. Gold was also 

used to create jewellery 

and luxury items. Most 

people lived on villages 

or farms. As farms 

expanded, tribes fought 

for space, leading to 

fights. Villagers lived in 

roundhouses with a 

central fire pit and a roof 

of animal skins or thatch. 

They started building 

fences to keep out 

enemies.  

Iron Age  

People began using 

Iron to make weapons 

and tools. Iron was 

cheaper, stronger and 

lighter than bronze. 

Many Celtic people 

from Europe settled in 

Britain. People lived in 

tribes and now fought 

against each other for 

lands and goods.  Hill 

forts were built for 

defence which were 

protected by warriors. 

Towards the end of the 

Iron Age, larger 

fortified towns 

appeared. The Iron 

Age ended in AD 43 

when the Romans 

invaded.  

History Knowledge Organiser:  Year 3 Term 1 - Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age  

 

Glossary   

Archaeologist      

Person who studies history and prehistory through 

the excavation of sites and analysis of artefacts.  

Archaeology    

The study of buildings, graves, tools and other 

artefacts from the past to learn about the people 

who lived at the time.  

Artefact  

An object, such as a tool or decoration, which is of 

historical interest.   

Barrow  

An ancient burial mound. 

Cremate  

To burn a dead person’s body, usually as part of a 

funeral ceremony.   

Flint  

A hard, grey rock that was used in prehistoric times 

to make tools or weapons.  

Fortified  

A town that has strong walls and can be defended 

against enemies.  

Prehistory  

The time before written records.   

Remains  

Historical relics/ Traces of the past. 

Settlement  

A new place where people establish a community. 

Tribe  

A group of people, often made up of many families 

who live together. 



History Themes and 
Curriculum Drivers 

What Children Should Learn 

 

People and Politics  
 

People- Significant 
individuals, the civilisation 
as a whole, settlements, 
immigration, and 
emigration.  

 

Children should know what is meant by the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age; they should how 
civilisations and cultures differed in each period. They also know that the Stone Age was divided into 
three key time periods- The Palaeolithic, Neolithic and Mesolithic period- and recognise their 
differences.   
 
For example:  

 Children should be able to place these key periods on a timeline with dates.    
 

 Children should know the significance of the three stone age civilisations/societies, including 
roles in society: 
- The Palaeolithic: Early Humans first used tools from stone and bones and they lived as 

hunting and gathering nomads.  
-  The Mesolithic: Start of farming and use of nets and boats to make fishing easier.  
- The Neolithic: Farming and keeping animals became a way of life. People lived in tribes in 

mud brick houses, often settling in one place.    
 

 Children should know the significance of the Stone, Bronze and Iron Age periods:  
- Stone Age: Early humans use bones and stone for weapons and tools.  
- Bronze Age: Humans make weapons and tool out of bronze and begin making jewellery out 

of gold.  Beaker people settled in Britain from Europe- named the Beaker people because of 
the bell shaped pottery drinking vessels.  

- Iron Age: Humans used Iron to make weapons and tools.     
 
 

  Children should know significant dates and developments in these periods and be able to place 
them on a timeline. For example: 

- Invention of the cart with wheels, C. 1000 BC  



- First use of coins, C. 80 BC  
- People first create cave paintings, C.1300 BC  
- First Hill Forts are built, 800-700 BC  

 
Links to History Skills: Chronology, significance, cause and consequence, continuity and change, 
Historical enquiry: How did use of Bronze/ Iron change life in Britain?  

 
 

Conflict and Culture 
 

Conflict- Wars  
 
Culture- beliefs, home life, 
occupations, education, 
rich and poor, explorations. 

Children should know how settlements played a role in changing societies and culture, including 
home life, occupations, and conflict; they understand why they are important to our understanding.  
 

 Stone Age- Skara Brae- Children should know how Skara Brae has contributed to our 
understanding of Neolithic settlements, culture and society. For example;  

- The remains show how the stone settlements/villages allowed people to keep cattle and 
sheep,   

- It provided evidence of a typical settlement with beds, fire pits, bedrooms, chairs, 
dressers, cupboards and toilets.     

- Allowed communities to settle near the ocean to fish whilst being protected from coastal 
storms.   

- Built in line with the sun and moon which shows they were probably important to their 
beliefs. 

 

 Bronze Age- Larger fenced settlements/villages  
 

- Larger settlements with protective fencing helped communities farm on a much larger 
scale and offered some protection against attacks. 

 

 Iron Age- Iron Hill forts,  such as Danebury Hill Fort   
- Evidence of improved strategic understanding as they were built on top a hill with large 

village walls for protection against attacks.   
- People lived in thatched wooden houses inside fort walls for protection  



- Communities had to build better protection in response to better weaponry technology, 
like iron swords and spears.   

- Warriors worked as guards to protect the fort and village.   
 
Links to History Skills: Source analysis and interpretation, continuity and change, Historical enquiry: 
Why did tribes build larger, better protected forts?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Heritage  

 

Using historical artefacts, children should know how Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age Societies 
looked in their local area- Yorkshire.    
 

 Children should know that Yorkshire is particularly rich in heritage, archaeology and evidence 
from the Stone, Bronze and Iron Age as it is home to; most of the UK’s 65 Stone Age burial sites; 
hundreds of settlement sites; and hundreds of examples of discovered cave/ stone art.   
 

 Children should identify that cave/rock art pieces discovered in Yorkshire were exclusively of 
patterns and geometric shapes- not anthropomorphic elements (i.e. recognisably human 
figures, nor does it include depictions of animals, weapons or boats).   
 

 Children will know how artefacts found in Yorkshire show changes in society and technology 
between the Ages. E.g. Children will be able to identify time periods of a hoard of crafted flint 
tools found in York to an Iron Sword found in Hull.  
 

 Children should know how the ‘Gristhorpe Man’ contributes to the understanding of society 
roles in Yorkshire during the Stone Age. For example, they should know that, because he was 
muscly and buried with lots of tools/weapons and wrapped in an animal skin, that he was 
probably an important member of society (e.g. warrior).  

 
 
 
 
Useful websites for local historical sources:  



 

Other Key Historical Teaching Points 

 

Prehistory 

 

Children should understand what is meant by ‘prehistory’ and should know why the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age are 

considered ‘prehistoric’. They should know the difficulties in finding out about prehistory.  

 

For example:  

 Children should be taught that prehistory is a period of history before written records were available (making evidence 

more difficult to collate); they know that historians and archaeologists rely on physical evidence and artefacts from the 

period such as ornaments, tools, Weapons and the remains of bodies and buildings.  

 

 Children should know what the role of an archaeologist is.   

 

 Children should know what artefacts/sources are particularly important to the study and understanding of the Stone 

Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age:  

-  Bodies of the Cheddar Man and Lindow man  

 https://www.yas.org.uk/Sections/Prehistory-Research/Bronze-Age/Bronze-Age-Yorkshire-rock-art  
https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/teaching-prehistoric-yorkshire/gALiBNc44va_Jw 
 
 

Links to History Skills: Source analysis and Interpretation, continuity and change.  

https://www.yas.org.uk/Sections/Prehistory-Research/Bronze-Age/Bronze-Age-Yorkshire-rock-art
https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/teaching-prehistoric-yorkshire/gALiBNc44va_Jw


- Barrows- Ancient Stone Burials   

- Remains of settlements such as Skara Brae   

- Weapons, coins, tools, utensils, ornaments made out of flint, bronze/copper and iron.  

- Other significant archaeological sites, such as Stonehenge.  

- Cave paintings   

 

 Children should be able to explain why some of these artefacts are important to our understanding.  

- For example, discovery Of the Cheddar Man was important to the understanding of the Mesolithic period, e.g. 

found in cave/Barrow where burials often took place.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


