
 

 

 

 

 

 

NC objectives: 

Changes within living 

memory – where 

appropriate, these 

should be used to reveal 

aspects of change in 

national life. 

Significant historical 

events, people and 

places in their own 

locality 

General History 

Traditionally a farming village. 

Sits on an ancient Roman Track - Icknield Street or Ryknild Street – that ran from Gloucestershire to South Yorkshire. Known as ‘The Cow 

Track’ as it was a common route for dairy herds to travel on. Thurnscoe was known in early times as Turnesc, this becoming Terunsc by 

the time of its mention in the Domesday Book, with the name Thurnscoe is derived from Old Norse for Thorn Tree Wood.[2] Parts of the 

village were owned by Roche Abbey, who dug Magnesian Limestone in an area known locally as "Cave Wood" which is a craggy section of 

land. Cadeby limestone from Thurnscoe was a moderately significant export in medieval times. 

Changes to buildings/places 

Thurnscoe's oldest building is the Church of St. Helen on High Street, built in 812 by the Saxons and rebuilt in 1087 by 

the Normans[3] though only the tower of the original structure remains. The western side of the village has more history to it, including 

Thurnscoe Hall (now a nursing home) and the 1715 Blacksmith's Cottage near St Helen's Church. Red House Cottage on High Street is the 

oldest building in the village dating back to the 16th century. 

Thurnscoe Pit (Hickleton Colliery) – (1892 to 1988). Now it is the site of Phoenix Park. 

The village once also had a swimming baths, cinema and an active market, the former site of the market eventually was replaced with a car 

park for the village's Home Bargains store, which opened in 2017. 

High Street (which is not the main road) is a meandering residential street which was once a river. 

The village is bisected, east/west, by a railway, originally laid to serve the colliery. Still used as a railway for commuters. Links to 

Doncaster Sheffield and Leeds. 

Y1 Term 1 HISTORY 

The History of Thurnscoe 

Websites 

https://www.francisfrith.c

om/thurnscoe/memories 

Stories from Thurnscoe 

residents when they were 

children. 

There are 2 old 

photographs of the school 

in Julie’s and Kim’s office 

of the school site to 

compare. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gloucestershire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domesday_Book
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thurnscoe#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roche_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnesian_Limestone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saxons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Home_Bargains
https://www.francisfrith.com/thurnscoe/memories
https://www.francisfrith.com/thurnscoe/memories


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Changes in Occupations (Culture) 

FARMING - Before the mines 

opened, Thurnscoe was once a 

wealthy farming community, famous 

in the Middle Ages for the quality of its 

cheese. There were a number of 

historic farms and arable and 

livestock fields all around the village, 

but most of the farms have now gone 

and most of the fields have been 

covered by modern housing. 

MINING - Mining began in the 17th 

century. In 1980 mining accounted for 

81% of all male employment in the 

area. In 1933 it employed 2,560 

people underground and 500 on the 

surface. 

IINDUSTRY – many people now work 

in industries and factories. Thurnscoe 

has a large industrial unit which 

houses factories and warehouses. 

Many people now also travel to 

nearby industrial areas, such as 

Manvers, to work in factories and call 

centres. 

St Helen’s Church 

Late 1950s 

football team at 

The Hill School 

Hickleton Pit. 1960s 

War memorial 1930s 

War memorial 2015 

Other Curriculum Drivers 

Influence the time period has on 

modern life – Pit now Phoenix Park. 

Rich and Poor – Thurnscoe Hall (lived 

in by The Halifax’s) now ‘The Grove 

Residential Home. 

Home life – interview staff in school to 

compare home and education. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mining

