
The Hill Primary School     Science knowledge organiser 
 
Plants  Year 1        Autumn 1 & 2 

 

Pupils should be taught to: 
 identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including deciduous and 

evergreen trees 

 identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including 
trees 

Links to other year groups 

EYFS - Know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living 

things. Simple features of a plant (leaves, petals, colourful). Understand why some things occur 

and talk about changes. 

Y2 - Observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants.  
Find out and describe how plants need water, light and a suitable temperature to grow and stay  
healthy.  
Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats.  
 
 Vocabulary 

Branches -Parts that grow out from the tree trunk and have leaves, flowers, or fruit growing on 

them. 

Bulb - a root shaped like an onion that grows into a flower or plant 

Deciduous - a tree that loses its leaves in the autumn every year 

Evergreen - A tree or bush which has green leaves all the year round 

Flower - The part of a plant which is often brightly coloured and grows at the end of a stem or 

branch on a tree. 

Fruit - something which grows on a tree or bush and which contains seeds or a stone covered by 

a substance that you can eat. 

Herb - a plant whose leaves are used in cooking to add flavour to food, or as a medicine 

Leaf /leaves - the parts of a tree or plant that are flat, thin, and usually green 

Petal - thin coloured or white parts which form part of the flower 

Plant - A living thing that grows in the earth and has a stem, leaves, and roots 

Roots - The parts of a plant that grow under the ground 

Seed - The small, hard part from which a new plant grows 

Stem - The thin, upright part of a plant on which the flowers and leaves grow 

Tree - A tall plant that has a hard trunk, branches, and leaves 

Trunk - The large main stem from which the branches grow 

Weed - A wild plant that grows in garden and prevents the plants that you want from growing 

properly 
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No. Teaching structure 

1 A plant A living thing that usually grows from the ground. 
 

2 The main parts of a 
plant 
 
 
 
 
Lesson idea:  Label the 
parts of a plant showing 
where the leaves, 
flowers (blossom), 
petals, fruit, roots, bulb, 
seed, trunk, branches, 
and stems are. 
 

 Flower 

 Leaves 

 Stem 

 Roots 

 

3 Five common plants to 
identify 
 
 
Lesson idea:  Go on a 
wild plant hunt. Create a 
tally chart to show how 
many of each plant you 
have found. Take 
photos of each one and 
create a collage. Write a 
sentence explaining 
what you found. 
 

 Tulips  

 Daffodils  

 Roses  

 Bluebells  

 Foxgloves 
People may grow plants in their gardens and care for them. 
They may grow flowering plants which are beautiful to look 
at or beans and seeds to grow plants for food.  
When plants are grown for food, this may be called a herb 
garden or vegetable patch. 
A wild plant will grow by itself. It does not need to be cared 
for.  If it grows somewhere unwanted, it may be classed as 
a weed. 

4 Difference between 
deciduous and 
evergreen trees 
 
 
 

Deciduous trees lose their leaves in the autumn every year. 
Their leaves are generally broad, flat and have veins 
running through them.  
Evergreen trees have green leaves all year round. Their 
leaves are generally thick, waxy and narrow like needles  
 
Lesson idea: Go on a tree hunt - what types of trees can 
you see? Collect fallen leaves and identify which tree they 
came from using pictures to help you. Sort the leaves 
between deciduous and evergreen trees. How can you tell 
the difference? 
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Fun memorable activities: 

 Plant a seed, either individually or as a class, and watch it grow. Record your 

observations in a diary. Take regular photos of it and create a film to watch it grow. 

 Record, photograpgh or film the changes in a deciduous tree. 

 Find ways to prove that plants are alive. How do you know if it doesn’t have a 

heartbeat or breathe air? (It grows and changes, needs water and air ect.) 

 Change the colours of flowers using different coloured water to feed. 

 

Curriculum Drivers 

Key skills for life: Being able to identify trees and plants.  

Aspiration: Encourage children to grow their own plants. 

Knowledge of the world: Identify and understand the function of different parts on a plant. 

Understand that all plants are different but have the same features in order to grow and live. 

Subject Themes 

Impact: You could ask children what would happen if we didn’t have any trees. How 

important do they think they are? 

You could focus on the parts of a plant/tree and how important they are. E.g What would 

happen to a tree if it had no branches? Would it still grow? 

 


