
 

Knowledge Organiser 

Y6 Term 1 DT Textile – Slippers 

Design Brief: 

Up cycle materials to make slipper for yourself to wear in 

school (note: will only make 1 slipper). Product: Slippers 

Purpose: To keep feet warm and dry User: Own. 

 

 

Glossary 

Mock up - quick 3-D modelling using easy 

to work and cheaper materials and 

temporary joints. Useful for checking 

proportions and scale.  

Pattern or template - a shape drawn to 

exact shape and size, used to assist in 

cutting out.  

Seam allowance - extra fabric allowed for 

joining together - 15mm for domestic 

patterns.  

Specification - describes what a product 

has to do.  

Tacking - large running stitches to hold 

pieces of fabric together temporarily.  

Working drawing - detailed drawing 

contains all information needed to make a 

product but is updated as changes are 

made. 

Insulation – ability to keep the foot warm 

as warm air is trapped by the material. 

 Sole – bottom of the shoe in contact with 

the ground,  

Reinforce – make stronger 

 

Curriculum Drivers 

 

 

Knowledge of the world: Moccasin slippers. The word moccasin comes from the Algonquian language Powhatan and 

has since been generalized to mean any kind of Native Indian sewn footwear. The word stuck simply because this tribe was 

the first to have contact with white settlers. It is now applied to just about any shoe that has an indigenous wearer or design. 

They were made from tough animal skin as the tribes people would waste nothing from their animal kills. 

Earliest recording of slippers being worn is in 12th Century China. 

Subject Themes 

Technological advances: Most shoes/slipper once made by hand but now the vast majority are made in factories 

using sewing machines. Past materials were mainly leather and animal hides due to their flexibility and durability. 

Now other man made materials are commonly used as leather is expensive. 

Enterprise/inventiveness: reusing old materials e.g. plastic can be used to strengthen the soles. 

 

Tips 
Choose fabrics carefully. Shiny, heavyweight or fabrics that fray easily are often difficult to work with and can be frustrating. 
Have fabric cut into manageable sizes. 

Make sure that you have plenty of pins and needles for children to use.  Arrange zones in the class where children will find 
materials and resources. 
Make mock-ups, then alter and refine and go back to initial design ideas to amend as necessary e.g. change measurements. 
Ensure the children keep all their modifications as part of the ongoing evaluation and for their final evaluation. 
Use a selection of different materials selection of fabrics and materials eg felt, dipryl (used for making disposable 

clothes), baize, hessian, calico, corduroy, wadding, bubble wrap, foam. 
Know that that many different materials can be used on a slipper, some to stiffen, some to provide a hard-wearing 
surface and some for appearance. 
Prototypes are best made out of dipryl. 
Using a back stich or blanket stitch will be strongest as there are no gaps. 

Websites 

https://www.largerfamilylife.com/2013/0

1/22/how-to-make-slippers-for-kids/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jBY

rSbLauo 

https://www.largerfamilylife.com/2013/01/22/how-to-make-slippers-for-kids/
https://www.largerfamilylife.com/2013/01/22/how-to-make-slippers-for-kids/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jBYrSbLauo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jBYrSbLauo


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Guidance 

 Show how a pattern is made allowing 
for seam allowances of 1-
1.5cm (plain paper or grid paper can 
be used). Make a pattern using their 
own feet as a guide. 

  
 Show how to pin the pattern onto the 

fabric allowing minimal wastage. Try 
fitting a number of pattern pieces on 
the smallest amount of fabric eg by 
nesting, lay planning. 

 Demonstrate how to stitch right sides 
together, to snip curved edges, to 
tack wadding to fabric (use of an 
eyelet punch should be shown if 
slippers are to be laced together). 

 Show the children different 
techniques for adding colour, pattern 
and texture to the fabric eg 
embroidery (from Year 4), simple 
applique (year 3), use of sequins, 
use of fabric paints. 

Teaching Structure 
Design:  
1. Understand design brief - Is the product functional or 

decorative? Who would use this product? What is its 
purpose? What design decisions have been made? Do the 
textiles used match the intended purpose? What 
components have been used to enhance the appearance? To 
what extent is the design innovative? 

2. Children analyse how existing products have been 
constructed. Children disassemble a product and evaluate 
what the fabric shapes look like, how the parts have been 
joined, how the product has been strengthen and stiffened, 
Focus the children's attention on the fabrics and 
materials used for the soles and the inner and outer 
layers. Ask them about the touch and appearance of 
fabrics and how the material suits the purpose. 

3. Children investigate properties of textiles through 
investigation e.g. exploring insulating properties, water 
resistance, wear and strength of textiles.  

4. Communicate ideas through detailed, annotated 
drawings from different perspectives. Drawings should 
indicate design decisions made, the methods of 
strengthening, the type of fabrics to be used and the 
types of stitching that will be incorporated. 

5. Produce step-by-step plans, lists of tools equipment, 
fabrics and components needed. Allocate tasks within a 
team if appropriate. 

During Making: 
1. Develop skills of sewing textiles by joining right side together 

and making seams. Children should investigate how to sew 
and shape curved edges by snipping seams, how to tack or 
attach wadding or stiffening and learn how to start and finish 
off a row of stitches.  

2. Develop skills of 2-D paper pattern making using grid or 
tracing paper to create a 3-D dipryl mock-up of a chosen 
product.  

3. Teach how to pin a pattern on to fabric ensuring limited 
wastage, how to leave a seam allowance and different 
cutting techniques.  

Evaluate: 
See Skills progression  

 
 

Links to other years: 

 Previous years: made and used simple 

patterns, stitched and joined textile. 
Stitches learned in Y3 – running, back 
and blanket (see Y3 KO). 

 Y4/5 – use of fastenings. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


