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Links to other years 
                                                                                         

Y3 – Children will have learnt about the UK, 
changes in population, used maps and 
atlases. 
 

Y5 – UK geography focusing on the 
water cycle. 
 

Knowledge Organiser 

Y4 Term 1 Geography  

Scotland 

Glossary 

Highlands: An area of high or 

mountainous land. 

Lowlands: An area of low lying land. 

British Isles: Great Britain, Ireland and all 

nearby islands. 

United Kingdom: England, Scotland, 

Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Sea: A large expanse of salt water. 

Population density: The number of 

people living in each unit of area such as a 

square kilometre. 

 
 

Curriculum Drivers 

Key skills: Propose geographical questions, 

collecting and recording specific evidence to 

answer them. 

Subject Themes 

Significant individual – Robert Burns 

Key Knowledge 

Continent - Europe  
 
Capital - Edinburgh  
 
Population - 5.4 million  
 
Highest mountain - Ben Nevis (1345m) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Places  
Outer Hebrides 65 islands on the West coast of Scotland. 15 
are inhabited and 50 are not. They have a population of 
26,500.  
Inner Hebrides 79 islands on the west coast of Scotland to 
the south east of the outer Hebrides. 35 are inhabited and 
44 are not. They have a population of 18,300. 
Edinburgh The capital city of Scotland located in the east of 
the country.  
Glasgow The city of art located in the west of Scotland. (46 
miles from Edinburgh)  
Stirling Scotland’s original capital city, located in the centre 
of the country.  
Aberdeen Scotland’s third most popular city located on the 
north east coast.  
Gretna Green Located on the border of England and 
Scotland. A famous town where people go to get married 
due to laws in the 19th century allowing people under the 
age of 21 to get married 

Teaching Guidance 

 Research Scotland by identifying its size, population and smallest and 
largest cities.  

 Locate Scotland using an atlas.  

 Use four figure grid references to locate specific places Scotland 

 Plot a route on a map from two places, identifying countries or 
significant landmarks that are passed.  

 Identify geographic features. 

 Compare Thurnscoe to a place in Scotland. Identify similarities and 
differences by comparing human and physical features including 
climate.  

 Research a chosen location in Scotland. 
 
 
 

Possible geographical questions from these areas/topics 

Border regions, lowlands, uplands (granite, quartzite, schist, 

sandstone), volcanic islands, peninsulas, lochs (Loch 

Lomond, Lock Ness), glens, straths, Great Glen faultline, 

estuaries (Firth of Clyde, Firth of Forth), The Trossachs, 

Gaelic, Cairngorms National Park, bogs, fishing harbours, 

Scottish parliament, Robert Burns, clans, coal, iron ore, 

Glasgow, Edinburgh, Edinburgh festival, castles (Edinburgh, 

Balmoral), Stirling, Motherwell, Orkney Islands, Shetland 

Islands  

 



Landmarks 

 

  

 

Stirling Castle The Kelpies 

  
Loch Ness and Urquhart castle Edinburg castle Glenfinnan viaduct 


