
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Knowledge Organiser 

Y3 Term 1 DT Textiles (a 

padded Christmas 

rnament) 

Design Brief: 
Create a material padded 
Christmas ornament to 
sell at the School’s 
Christmas Fayre. 
Product: Christmas Tree 
ornament 
Purpose: decorative 
User: adult at home 
 

Glossary 

 Appliqué - to attach a decorative fabric item onto 
another piece of fabric by gluing and/or sewing. 

 Fray - to unravel or become worn at the edge.  

 Seam - a row of stitches joining two pieces of fabric.  

 Sew - to join pieces of fabric with stitches.  

 Template – a shape drawn to assist in cutting out shapes. 

 Aesthetically pleasing – the product/finish looks good. 

 Secure – the stitch will not open easily. 

Teaching Structure 
Design:  
1. Investigate design features of a range of products and say how they 

appeal to the intended audience. 

2. Discuss what design criteria will need to be planned (colour, size, 
topic etc.). 

3. Create a survey to decide on most popular choice of appropriate 
criteria (shape and colour). 

4. Analyse data and produce a detailed class list of criteria (approx. 
5/6). 

5. FT 
6. Create a labelled diagram – encourage children to use more than 1 

type of stitch.. 
7. Discuss the sequence of actions (would it be best to stitch on the 

embellishments before or after join the front and back pieces of 
material?) 

Focussed Task (FT): 
* Discuss the different stiches that can be seen in existing products. 
* Model running, back and blanket stitch. 
*Children practise the different stitches. 
*Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each stitch – Practical, 
secure, aesthetically pleasing? 
Make: 

1. Create a card template and use this to draw around the 
material. 

2. Add embellishments - sequins, applique, googly eyes. 
3. Join the front and back pieces of material leaving a small gap to 

add the padding before completing. 
Evaluate: 

1. Present their work to classmates.  
2. Suggest improvements to products and say how to implement them. 
 

Curriculum Drivers 

Knowledge of the world: Decorating Christmas trees first 

began in 16th century Germany. German immigrants 

brought the practice to America in the 17th century. Queen 

Victoria’s husband (Albert who was German) made the 

practice popular in England in the 19th century. 

Subject Themes 

Changes over time: Past – decorations had religious 

connotations. Present – popular culture references are 

most popular. Past – homemade, hand stitched 

decorations. Present – mass produced machine stitched 

products. Usually made abroad. Bought in shops. 

 

 

Links to other year 

Y2 – children learnt how 

to sew using the running 

stitch to join two pieces 

of material when making 

money containers. 

Y4/5 – material products 

with fastenings. 



Template and Cutting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Stitches 

Running stitch 
A simple stitch which creates a dotted line. The 
gap between each stitch should be the same 
length as the stitch itself 

 

Back stitch 
Similar to the running stitch except the thread 
double backs on itself so there is no gap between 
the stitches. 

 

Blanket Stitch 
Reinforces the edges of materials. 

 

Advantages: 
Quick and easy 
 
Disadvantages: 
Least secure stitch 

Advantages: 
Secure, produces a neat seam line 
 
Disadvantages: 
The line can go wonky easily 

Advantages: 
Aesthetically pleasing, secure 
 
Disadvantages: 
The stitch has the most steps, threads knots easily 



 

 

 

 


