
 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

Links to other years 
                                                                                         

EYFS   - Children will have discussed where 
they live and will be able to find their way 
around school – showing and awareness of 
where things belong and the people within 
the school. They will be able to name 
features of the local environment – school, 
home, house, road, park and make 
attempts to draw simple features in their 
familiar environment and imaginary places. 

Y2 – draw simple maps or plans 
using symbols for a key. Name, 
describe and compare human and 
physical features of Thurnscoe. Use 
aerial photographs 
 
Y3 –. Compare aerial photographs 
and plan perspectives 

Knowledge Organiser 

Y1 Term 1 Geography  

School and local grounds 

Glossary 

Aerial view - a view from above  
Floor plan - the layout of rooms on one 
floor of a building  
Grounds - the land around a building  
Human geography - features of land that 
have been impacted by human activity  
Physical geography - natural features of 
land  
Route - a way from one place to another 
Village a small group of houses, perhaps 
with a few shops, that are often in the 
countryside. Thurnscoe is a village. 
Map – a drawing or picture showing 
features of an area. 
Key – pictures or symbols on a map. 
Compass – an instrument to show the 
direction, North, East, South and West. 
Navigate – to travel around a place. 

Curriculum Drivers 

Key skills: using positional language, sense of direction 

Heritage: being proud of the school and its surroundings 

Subject Themes 

Changes over time: How has our school changed? Why have the 

changes taken place? The actual school itself was originally built as a 

secondary school 

 

Key Knowledge 

Physical features of school grounds – the school building is surrounded by 

trees and fields. As it is a small area there is not much variation in the 

physical features (the local reservoir is in the field near to our school). 

Human features of school grounds – The school building, car park, 

playground, trim trials are all human features of our school. 

How these features have changed over time – The junior and infant 

school is now joined together by the hall and the office area. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Guidance 

 Understand the concept of an aerial perspective. Draw objects from the 
side and above and discuss the differences. Draw plans (aerial views) of 
objects arranged on a desk or the classroom floor, beginning with 
looking down on the objects from above.  

 Label an aerial view picture of the classroom to show where everything 
is. 

 Use a plan of the classroom, constructed with a basic key, to locate and 
retrieve objects (pupils could design this plan together with their 
teacher). Use the plan to describe where things are located in the 
classroom in relation to other objects using terms like ‘next to’, ‘far 
from’, ‘behind’, ‘under’, etc. 

 Label an aerial view floor plan of the school 

 Give directions (left, right, forwards, backwards) including distance 
(number of steps) to find objects located in the classroom and different 
parts of the school.  

 Understand the differences between human and physical geography. 

 Study the geography of the school and its grounds and the key human 
and physical features of its surroundings. 

 Compare how these have changed over time using old photographs. 

 Use Google Maps or aerial photos - locate where pupils live and draw 
their route to school over the roads seen. 

Understand the spatial layout of the school: buildings, playground, field, 
entrance, etc.  

 Be able to read a simplified map of the school. 

 Discuss where things are in relation to each other and how to navigate 
around the school grounds using the points of the compass: north, 
south, east and west. 

 
 
 
 
 


