
Aspect of Skills End of EYFS 

 Expectations 

End of Year 1 

 Expectations 

End of Year 2 

 Expectations 

End of Year 3 

 Expectations 

End of Year 4 

 Expectations 

End of Year 5 

 Expectations 

End of Year 6 

 Expectations 

Chronology 

  

sequencing, 

scaling,  

concurrence, 

duration, interval, 

quantify 

Orally discuss past 

and present events in 

their own life and in 

the lives of family 

members. (Use 

vocabulary such as; 

yesterday, last week, 

at the weekend, this 

morning, last night.)  

 

Sequence events of 

their own lives and 

begin to order 

artefacts (including 

pictures) from 

significantly different 

time periods.   

 

Vocabulary: Then, 

now, new, old.  

Recall important dates 

in a studied period of 

history. (e.g. Use 

dates to talk about 

events/people from 

the past.) 

Begin to recognise 

and quantify that the 

past can be divided 

into different periods 

of time (e.g. Stone 

Age, Bronze Age, Iron 

Age) 

Use a timeline within 

a specific time in 

history to set out the 

order of historical 

events and artefacts.  

Independently place historical 

events or plot change of 

specific features (such 

weaponry, law and order, etc. ) 

over time on a timeline.   

From memory, place 

events, details and dates 

from different periods of 

history on a single 

timeline and know how to 

check for accuracy.  

Source Analysis 

and Interpretation  

  

extracting, 

interrogating, 

evaluating 

Make observations 

about simple 

historical sources 

such as photographs.   

 

 

 

 

Extract information 

from several different 

types of sources 

including written, 

visual and oral 

sources and artefacts. 

Begin to verbally use ‘I 

think..’ when making 

observations.  

Select and extract 

relevant information 

independently from 

several different types 

of sources to answer 

historical questions. 

Start to use ‘because’ 

and ‘therefore’ when 

analysing a source.  

Choose the most 

relevant and 

important source 

material for a task, 

showing awareness of 

a range of sources.  

Locate, identify and 

interpret a range of 

useful sources to 

answer more complex 

historical questions.   

 

Identify the 

author/origin of a 

source and begin to 

assess its reliability.  

Describe how different sources 

tell us different things about 

the past (e.g. royal portrait 

versus a description) and 

understand why contrasting 

interpretations occur.  

Evaluate and comment on 

the value and reliability of 

a range of different types 

of sources- considering 

audience and purpose- for 

specific enquiries, 

including extended 

enquiries.   

Vocabulary: If, then, 

either, or.  

Historical Enquiry  

 

Asking, 

investigating, 

questioning  

Answer ‘how?’ and 

‘why?’ questions 

about past events and 

experiences in their 

own lives. 

Ask and answer 

questions about 

events beyond living 

memory using simple 

sources of 

information (e.g. 

photographs) to 

support their answer.  

Ask questions and 

produce answers to a 

few historical 

enquiries using 

historical terminology. 

(e.g. plan and find 

information needed to 

write a short 

paragraph about 

which Queen was 

most successful.) 

Suggest a variety of 

useful research 

questions for an 

historical enquiry of a 

specific period/era of 

history.  

Through Independent 

research, ask more 

complex questions 

and produce 

substantiated and 

focused responses. 

Follow independent lines of 

enquiry/investigation and 

make informed responses and 

conclusions supported by 

evidence.  

Research a valid and 

substantiated conclusion 

to an independently 

planned and investigated 

complex and overarching 

enquiry. (e.g. 

independently pose a 

series of questions to 

investigate the impact of 

colonial rule on Britain, 

select appropriate 

evidence and use this to 

produce a valid 

conclusion.)  



Significance  

Distinguish, 

discern,  

substantiate, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Can talk about 

important people in 

their own lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consider reasons why 

a particular historical 

event or person might 

be significant (e.g. 

explain why we 

remember a particular 

explorer). 

 

 

 

Identify a range of 

significant aspects of a 

theme, society, event 

or person and offer 

some comments on 

why they have 

selected these 

aspects. (e.g. explain 

why different aspects 

of mining was 

significant to the area 

of Yorkshire)         

 Can distinguish which 

features were of 

particular importance 

to a period of history. 

(e.g. describe in detail 

some of the most 

significant features of 

Roman Britain.)  

 

 

  Explain 

independently and in 

detail why a historical 

period, topic, event or 

person was distinctive 

or significant (e.g. 

Explain what made 

the Roman period 

distinctive). 

 Can explain reasons why 

particular aspects of a 

historical event, development, 

society or person were of 

particular significance. (e.g. 

critically evaluate the 

significance of the 

achievements and legacy of 

the Vikings)  

 Can compare the 

significance of events, 

developments and people 

across topics and time 

periods, including 

contemporary society (e.g. 

Explain which periods of 

British History have had 

the greatest impact on 

contemporary Britain) 

Similarity and 

Difference   

Compare, contrast, 

differentiate, 

contextualise  

  

Begin to recognise 

similarities and 

differences between 

themselves and 

others, and among 

families, communities 

and traditions.  

Describe the 

differences between 

the past and present 

of their own lives and 

lives of others by 

comparing two simple 

sources.  

Describe the 

similarities and 

differences between 

two historical figures 

or events by 

comparing and 

contrasting multiple 

sources. (e.g. Rosa 

Parks and Emily 

Davidson) 

 By examining a 

variety of sources, 

compare the roles 

and day-to-day 

experiences of 

individuals (woman, 

hunter, ruler, 

peasant, and warrior) 

in a historical society. 

  

 

 Independently, 

compare a variety of 

sources to understand 

similarities and 

differences of specific 

historical 

themes/features. (e.g. 

compare motte and 

bailey castles to the 

stone castles under 

Anglo-Saxon rule) 

Begin to compare, contrast and 

explain the experiences of 

different, social, cultural and 

religious demographics within 

a period of history (e.g.  

Catholic and protestant 

experiences including Catholic 

persecution)  

From independent 

research, compare, 

contrast and evaluate the 

experiences (persecution, 

rights, freedoms, etc.)  of 

different social, cultural 

and religious groups and 

explain why their 

experiences may have 

differed across different 

time periods. 

Cause and 

Consequence     

 Trace, infer, 

evaluate  

  

 Talk about and show 

understanding that 

certain actions and 

behaviours have 

consequences.  

 Comment on what 

has happened as a 

result of a significant 

individual’s actions. 

Identify several effects 

of an historical event 

and/or identify 

various results of a 

significant individual’s 

actions on people’s 

lives.  

Begin to comment on 

the importance of the 

causes and shorter 

tem effects of an 

event or action. 

Place several valid 

causes and effects in 

an order of 

importance relating to 

events and 

developments (e.g.  

Causes leading to 

Boudicca's revolt 

against the Romans)  

Explain the role and 

significance of different causes 

and effects of an event or 

development– including longer 

and shorter term aspects.  

Independently explain and 

justify the significance of 

different causes and 

effects of a particular 

development and trace it’s 

impact across different 

time periods, including 

contemporary society. 

(e.g. effects of colonialism 

on Britain)  



 
 

Continuity and 

Change 

  Linking,  

connections, 

trends 

When speaking, 

develop their own 

narratives and 

explanations by 

connecting ideas or 

events speaking in the 

past tense when 

appropriate. 

Describe changes in 

the local area during 

their own lifetime and 

that of their parents 

and grandparents.  

Begin to identify 

changes of a particular 

topic or issue within a  

specific time period 

(e.g. changes to 

mining over a decade)  

Describe some of the 

political, economic 

and social similarities, 

differences and 

changes occurring  

overtime within a 

year 3 topic.(e,g. 

changes in the stone 

age, bronze age, iron 

age) 

Explain why certain 

changes and 

developments were of 

particular importance 

within a topic (e.g. 

Changes to Britain 

under Anglo Saxon 

rule) and comment on 

how they have 

influenced 

contemporary Britain.  

Make connections between 

two significant periods of 

history to begin to develop 

historical perspective. 

Understand why changes have 

occurred between different 

time periods.  

Make connections, draw 

contrasts and identify 

trends in two or more 

periods of history, to 

improve historical 

perspective. (e.g. Trends 

of Immigration in Britain  

over different periods of 

history.)   


