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This policy describes our practice in the teaching of English: reading, writing, phonics, spelling, 

grammar and speaking and listening. It is defined by current national guidance on best practice, 

CPD, staff discussion and professional judgement. The teaching of English is evaluated through 

the Subject Leader Action Plans and the School Development Plan. 

Our approach to teaching of English is multi-faceted, incorporating speaking & listening, drama, 
real contexts and good quality literature. Most importantly, we want to create fluent readers 
and writers with all the skills and knowledge they need to be confidently literate in life. We 
want all children to leave The Hill Primary Academy with a lifelong reading habit and a love of 
books because we believe this has a significant impact on the quality of their writing.  
 
Aims:  

- To build on our children’s experiences of language learning, recognising their 
individuality, taking into account their personal experience and acknowledging 
differences in their linguistic and cultural backgrounds.  

- Acknowledge the essential role parents have in the development of their children’s 
language learning and encourage them to take an active role in this journey. 

-  To provide a language rich environment that promotes a culture of reading and writing, 
developing our children’s range and understanding of vocabulary. 

- To develop a love of books and high-quality literature that will not only support learning 
across the curriculum, but also extend beyond the classroom environment and enrich 
our children’s lives.  

- To teach children the craft of writing, in order to develop the confidence and skills to 
write well for a range of purposes and audiences.  

- Make appropriate assessments and keep meaningful records to ensure progression and 
continuity.  

 
 
 

Statutory Requirements  
Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of English are set out in the National 
Curriculum English Document (2014) and in the Communication, Language and Literacy section 
of the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (2014).  
 

Learning and Teaching Strategies  



Knowledge, understanding and skills are taught daily within the English lesson. Lesson planning 
is guided by the 2014 National Curriculum and our approach is to base English lessons around 
high quality books, creating purposeful, carefully planned writing outcomes.  
 
Teachers select quality texts from our long term school plan, which may sometimes support the 
termly class topic and, therefore, the wider curriculum. Within the reading element of our 
English lessons, there is a balance between fiction, non-fiction and poetry and an emphasis on 
whole high-quality texts rather than extracts.  
 
Teachers use a variety of teaching methods to deliver the curriculum and achieve set learning 
objectives. They are provided with clear expectations for teaching English. Teaching and 
learning takes place within a whole class setting and high expectations are set for all. Suitable 
support and scaffolding is put in place so that all children are able to achieve. The teacher may 
choose to lead small guided reading and writing groups during a lesson, based upon formative 
and summative feedback. Within guided groups, teachers move children forward by focusing 
specifically on reading and writing issues which are particular to that group of children. 
Teachers are expected to plan time within extended writing lessons for children to reflect upon 
and edit their work using peer editing as well as independently responding to marking and 
feedback.  
 

Reading  
Our priority is both the teaching of reading skills and the enjoyment of literature, enabling children 
to become lifelong, confident readers. As children begin to read, we focus on decoding, primarily 
through phonics in addition to other strategies, e.g. whole word recognition, rhyme and context.  
As children build fluency, comprehension skills become our main area of focus and questioning 
looks at skills such as retelling, inference and prediction. We believe that high-quality literature is 
key to motivating children to read and instilling in children a love of literature. Children throughout 
the school are encouraged to read widely.  



What this looks like at The Hill Primary Academy:  
We have a structured early learning programme. The teaching of early reading skills begins in 
Foundation stage, through daily story time and individual reading of books. This progresses as 
children move into year one, with children accessing guided reading in school and books linked to 
their phonics ability being sent home for the children to practice. Children in KS2 access a range of 
literature in their classroom and have a guided choice of book, with teachers and classroom support 
staff listening to readers frequently to ensure they have an appropriate book.  
 
Within our reading element of the English session, the focus is on high-quality texts and high 
expectations for all. Teachers will focus four of the five sessions per week on a book from our long-
term English plan, linking understanding into writing. The other session is based around a non-
fiction or poetry piece which can be linked to the core text, or can be a stand alone text to support 
children’s understanding around the different genres of texts. Within the reading session, teachers 
use a mixture of teacher-led, small group, paired or independent learning to support all learners. 
Children who may struggle to access age appropriate texts independently are supported during the 
lesson through adult support alongside scaffolds and adapted resources.  
 
Reading sessions focus on the assessment focus areas relevant to the Key Stage, broken down into 
achievable and progressive targets dependent on the year group. Teachers focus on building a rich 
bank of vocabulary within lessons to give them the knowledge to access age-related texts 
independently. Explicit modelling is used during sessions to build children’s retrieval, inference and 
prediction skills amongst others. Children are then expected to apply these skills through a range of 
activities related to the core text. 
 
Teachers and Teaching Assistants also read on an individual basis with children, assessing children's 
progression in reading and their understanding of the text. During these sessions, staff can decide 
to move children onto more challenging books when needed or advice children on to a more 
appropriate book if it is clear they are struggling to gain understanding or read with fluency. 
Children who are not making adequate progress are identified and given one to one support. Our 
aim is to ensure all children develop a love of reading whilst being supported within their reading 
journey. 
 

Phonics/Early Reading 
 

At The Hill Primary Academy, we follow the Ruth Miskin ‘Read, Write, Inc.’ scheme.  
 

‘Read Write Inc. Phonics teaches children to read accurately and fluently 
with good comprehension. They learn to form each letter, spell correctly, 
and compose their ideas step-by-step.’ - RWI website 2020. 
 
Children learn the English alphabetic code: first they learn one way to read the 40+ sounds and 
blend these sounds into words, then learn to read the same sounds with alternative graphemes. 

They experience success from the very beginning. Lively phonic books are closely matched to their 
increasing knowledge of phonics and ‘tricky’ words and, as children re-read the stories, their fluency 



increases. Along with a thought-provoking introduction, prompts for thinking out loud and 
discussion, children are helped to read with a storyteller’s voice. 

Children begin their phonics journey at the start of KS1, and are supported to ensure they make 
sufficient progress to become fluent readers. RWI interventions take place for children who cannot 
read fluently in KS1 and LKS2 (Y3/4). 



Developing a love of reading  
We have a dedicated library area and each class in the school has a wide collection of books within 
their reading corner. Teachers are encouraged to regularly rotate the literature available to children 
in their reading corners to keep children engaged in new texts. We set up visits from authors.  
There is lots of talk and discussion about reading in a variety of contexts, both formal and informal.  
We have school Book Fairs and always celebrate World Book Day.  
Children are expected to read every night at home, with reading diaries to keep a record of what 
they are reading. This is monitored by staff who liaise directly with parents if it is not happening. In 
younger classes, adults communicate in the diaries so that parents are aware of what books 
children are reading and how they are responding to texts at school.  
 

Speaking and Listening  
We believe that speaking and listening form the foundations of all learning in English. Informal and 
informal situations, we create and facilitate opportunities for conversation, discussion and talk 
around learning. Questioning forms the basis of our teaching and we strongly encourage children to 
be inquisitive and to share their thoughts confidently in a supportive environment.  
 
What this looks like at The Hill Primary Academy:  

-  Questioning and taking risks with language.  

- Presenting in front of an audience – class assemblies and special events or curriculum days.  

- Reciting and reading aloud.  

- Re-telling, role-play and drama productions.  

- Listening to and participating in stories, poems, rhymes and songs.  

- Drama activities to enliven and enrich children’s understanding of character. 

- Talking the text – opportunities for children to talk about and discuss their reading and 
writing. 

- Debates. 

- Collaborative work and reporting back following group work.  

- Talk is valued highly in the classroom as a tool for learning.  

- Intervention is used to support pupils with speaking and listening skills below age related 
expectations.  

 

Writing  
Teachers carefully plan writing linked to their high-quality text, ensuring that there is a purposeful 
outcome to each piece of writing. In order to ensure that all pupils learn to be confident writers we 
encourage children to write creatively whilst teaching key writing skills explicitly and systematically. 
Writing takes place daily within English lessons and in other lessons linked to the wider curriculum. 



Grammar objectives are taught explicitly within a separate slot to ensure children have the 
necessary tools to support them within their writing sessions.  
 
What this looks like at The Hill Primary Academy:  
 

- Extended writing is encouraged and developed at all times.  
- Writing may be linked to class topics to promote engagement and opportunities for cross 

curriculum writing.  
- We have high expectations for quality and presentation.  
- Teachers provide regular constructive feedback through marking.  
- Time is planned into lessons for children to respond to literacy marking and feedback.  
- We ensure progression in complexity of tasks. Younger pupils, or those with a special 

educational need, are given scaffolded, structured support to enable them to write 
independently.  

- Some pieces will be ‘published’, i.e. re-drafted in neat after editing and displayed on 
classroom walls.  

- Peer marking should be used regularly and encouraged as an additional way for children to 
respond to writing.  

- Independent writing is assessed 3 times per school term.  
 

Spelling  
Understanding how to spell correctly is important in supporting children to organise their thinking 
around language. Knowing how to apply spelling rules and recognising key words is empowering for 
children. Spelling plays a significant part of standardised assessment and is taught through: 
 

- Phonics in Foundation Stage and Y1 
- Resources taken from the ‘Spelling Shed’ in years 2-6. 

 
 



What this looks like at The Hill:  
Years 2 through to 6, we use resources taken from ‘The Spelling Shed’ which follows the key 
National Curriculum objectives and will take children through the statutory and non-statutory 
spelling lists in each age phase. The scheme is broken up into a weekly progression with a Spelling 
Shed list for each week plus printable activities and resources to aid teaching. Within KS1, spellings 
and spelling patterns are focused on during a daily phonics session. Within KS2, there are daily 10 
minute sessions per week, with engaging activities planned for.  
 
In addition to this, Key Stage 1 focus on high frequency and common exception words  
Children practise spelling corrections in their literacy books - chosen by their teacher as part of their 
response to marked work. Spelling tests are recorded within our spelling books to track progress. 
Children are also actively encouraged and taught to proof read their writing for spelling errors.  
 

Handwriting  
We place value on children taking pride and care over their work and handwriting is a key part of 
this. In the early years, there is a big emphasis upon fine motor skills and we use a range of 
resources to practise these basic skills.  
 
What this looks like at The Hill Primary Academy:  
We have a Handwriting Policy with a scheme to reward progression in handwriting skills . 
We use cursive script and encourage children to join their writing as soon as they are forming their 
letters correctly.  
 
Extra handwriting groups occur in classes throughout the school where the class team feel that 
additional handwriting support is needed.  
 

Assessment and Monitoring  
In Reception, children are assessed in their early literacy development against the ‘Development 
Matters’ goals.  
 
Teachers are expected to assess children’s independent writing on a regular basis (at least  times 
per term). Teacher should use the Astrea writing assessment grids to assess writing apart from in 
years 2 and 6 where the Teacher Assessment Frameworks are used. Independent writing will take 
the form of an edited and published piece, where children have had time to respond to marking and 
re-draft their work. These pieces will be kept in children’s independent writing folders. Following 
this assessment, class teachers need to then support children with knowing their next steps in an 
appropriate way (coaching sessions, verbal feedback, written target flaps). 
 
Within years 2 and 6, writing will be regularly moderated throughout the year on a hub level, trust 
level and local authority level through training and moderation sessions.  
 
Children in Year 2 and Year 6 take end of Key Stage national tests. 
 



In association with the Senior Leadership Team the subject leader will analyse data and monitor 
teaching and learning. This may take the form of learning walks, book scrutinies and moderation 
opportunities. Using information following this, the subject leader(s) will identify priorities and set 
appropriate targets.  
 
 

Equal Opportunities  
We undertake to provide equality of access to all aspects of the curriculum to all members of the 
school community. Staff will endeavor to help all children to reach their full potential irrespective of 
race, gender, age or ability in accordance with the school’s Equal Opportunities and Inclusion 
policies. We aim for all children to participate in mainstream lessons. Work may differentiated 
when appropriate and extra scaffolding is in place for children with SEN. Where it is felt necessary, a 
pupil is given extra support to receive specialist help from school devised intervention programmes, 
or support from the Language and Communication Service. 
 


