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Empowering children in a life full of choices 

 

Wednesday 20th May 2020 

Dear parent/carer, 

 
I hope that you are all well and managing to stay safe. We have been working hard at school to prepare for some of our 

year groups returning as of week beginning 1st June.  The children in school have enjoyed spending a lot of time 

improving our outside areas. 

Reopening of the school 

Some parents have been to ask for more detailed information about what measures will be put in place to keep their child 

as safe as possible if they were to return to school.  As outlined in the last letter, the school is working with the Academy 

Trust to interpret the guidance which has been released from the government.  The guidance is not comprehensive and 

has already been updated and changed a number of times.  We have asked for parents to complete a survey to let the 

school know whether or not they require a space for their child.  When we know how many children would like a space we 

will be able to consulate our plans and send out information.  We would be grateful of your patience at this very difficult 

time.  I can confirm that the school day will look very different for children.  I think it fair to let you know that the children 

will not be allowed to socialise with friends in the same way that they were before.  They will be kept at a two metre 

distance as much as is possible.  It is also possible that they may not have their usual class teacher.  Class sizes will be 

reduced significantly, in line with government guidance and children will not necessarily be with the children that were in 

there class before. 

INSET Days 

Should the government go ahead with plans for schools to open on the 1st of June, the Hill Primary will have 2 INSET days.  

The school will open to nursery children and year one on Wednesday 3rd June.  Reception and year 6 will follow the week 

after.   The reasons for these INSET days are simply that, all members of staff will need to be briefed on detailed health and 

safety procedures and risk assessments.  We will need time to ensure that the classrooms are ready for the children and 

that the school building and grounds are set up as they need to be to ensure that we are keeping everyone as safe as it is 

possible to do so.  The school will be closed on these days to all children. 

The school will remain open over the May holidays next week as it was in the Easter holidays to provide childcare for those 

that need it. 

Keeping in touch 

Even when the school begins to reopen to some year groups, the teachers will continue to make contact with all families.  

This may not now be the child’s regular class teacher.  If you wish to get in touch with your child’s class teacher then please 

telephone the school office or email admin@astreathehill.org, if you are not able to contact them through seesaw.   

It is vital that you continue to check the APP and our social media sites as we are using these regularly to keep in touch 

with you.    

Home learning  

Thank you to all those of you who are supporting our children in completing some learning activities at home.  If you are 

struggling to fit lots in then the most important thing that you can do with your child is listen to them read and to share 

stories with them.  Talking about what they have read and asking them questions about it will help them to deepen their 

understanding of what they read.  Little and often is often what works best. 

Seesaw has been very successfully implemented so far and we are pleased with how it is working.  If you are struggling to 

access Seesaw, please ring the school office as soon as possible and a member of the team will help and ensure that your 

child is able to access some learning activities. 
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Arrangements for home learning for all year groups may change slightly over the coming weeks but as ever, we will keep 

you informed. 

Festival of kindness  

This week all Astrea schools have taken part in the Astrea Festival of Kindness. We will continue to post an act of kindness 

for the children to complete each day.  Please upload photos of these on our social media sites.  On Monday we asked 

children to remind a family member of friend of a happy memory that they have of them together.  Keep a look out for the 

next tasks. 

National Thank a Teacher Day 

Thank you to those parents who have commented on our Facebook page to give a special thank you to a teacher as a sign 

of your appreciation.  I know that the staff who have received these have been very appreciative.  All of our teachers work 

hard and are missing the children. 

 

Take care and stay safe, 

 

 

Mrs Emma Cadman  

Principal 
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