
Curriculum Overview for Reception Early Years Foundation Stage 2 Autumn Term 2     “Helping Hands” 

 
 Personal, Social & Emotional Development 

This half term’s focus is “Getting on and falling out” we will be having circle times and 

discussions to help children deal with their emotions and resolving issues they have with their 

friends through reasoning and problem solving.  

We will be working alongside children to accept the needs of others, take turns and share 

resources.  

We will be encouraging children to speak confidently about their interests, wants, needs and 

opinions during their play.  

 

 

Mathematics 
 

 

 This half term we will be exploring; length and height, money, number recognition, addition, 

subtraction, weight, counting and shape. 

      Your child will engage in four maths activities per week to deepen their understanding of                                               

mathematical concepts. These will take place both indoors and outdoors. 

    Communication & Language 
 
 

As part of our literacy scheme the children will be encouraged to learn stories and preform them using 

actions.  

Our role play area will be set up as a kitchen / living room to allow children to draw upon their own home 

life and family routines.  

Our outdoor role play area is set up as a police station to link in with our  

helping hands topic.   

We will be encouraging the children to introduce narratives and imaginary roles 

 within their collaborative play. 

Once a week the children go to the library to change their books and listen to stories  

with increasing attention and recall.  

 

 

 

Physical Development 
As we progress through the phonic scheme we will be working on pencil control and letter 

formation.  

The children will have access to our outdoor area at most times throughout the  

day to explore their surroundings.  

They will have opportunities to play with balls  

and other large scale apparatus to encourage their gross motor skills and muscle development. 

The children will participate in a PE lesson once a week. This half term we will be focusing on 

independently getting changed and developing our spatial awareness. 

They will require a PE kit for these sessions.  

 

Understanding the World 
Our topic is Helping Hands, therefore the children will be exploring different occupations such 

as police officers, fire men, dentists and nurses. 

As the nights draw in we will be discussing seasonal changes and making observations. 

This half term we will be exploring the various celebrations that happen and how they are 

interpreted around the world. 

The children will have access to Bee Bots and iPads to engage in child appropriate software.  

 

Literacy 

Key texts: People Who Help Us (non-fiction texts), Mog at the V.E.T, What the Ladybird Heard, How to 

Catch a Star, 

We will be learning these texts and adapting them to encourage the children’s story telling.  

We engage in guided reading daily where a group of children read the same book at once with a 

teaching focus. The other children in class either enjoy a novel, Charanga, Pobble or discuss the news.  

Each child is expected to write weekly with a member of staff to produce a piece of writing related 

to the story we are reading; We will be encouraging children to use initial sounds in words, segment 

words and write in simple sentence form with adult support.  

 

Expressive Arts 

In the afternoon the children are encouraged to explore their creative sides and engage in a 

range of topic related activities. This half term we will be learning songs for our Christmas 

production and traditional Christmas songs. We will also be exploring tempo and appraising 

various musical genres during our music sessions.  We will be making Christmas cards, 

calendars, bonfire pictures and Rangoli patterns. We will encourage the children to make fire 

engines, police cars, ambulances and postman vans.   



 

 
 

 

  
 

 

  

 


